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INTRODUCTION

RESULTS

Pastoralists’ Indigenous Knowledge (IK) and
practices enables them to make good use of
resources within the rangelands for livestock
production.

IK helps pastoralists adapt to shocks such as droughts and livestock diseases

In order to preserve and incorporate IK into
development interventions, there is need to
understand the critical role that IK plays in
the overall process of sustainable
development.
This study documents indigenous knowledge
and practices and their role in effective
management of commonly shared resources
in the semi-arid West Pokot County in Kenya.

MATERIALS | METHODS
Data was collected from:
 Key informants’ interviews,
 Focus group discussion (FGD)
 Individual surveys of 191
households.
Descriptive statistics was used to
analyze data.
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-Allows revegetation, halting soil
erosion and reversing land
degradation.
- Conserves standing pasture for
use during dry season
- Reduces competition reducing
overgrazing and land degradation
- Reduces risk of livestock
mortality due to pasture scarcity
during droughts
- Smoothens livestock feed
availability all year round
- Maintain livestock productivity
due to their high nutritive value
- Prevents mortality due to
livestock diseases
- Enhances livestock health by
providing the needed minerals

CONCLUSIONS
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IK is an important asset to pastoralists in the management of drylands and
mitigate effects of shocks such as drought.
Interventions aimed at mitigating losses during drought can build on IK
practices of herd management to promote off-take before droughts and
restocking during normal conditions.
IK can be strengthened through capacity building in areas such as fodder
production and conservation. Documenting and integrating IK in formal training
curricula is critical.
There is need to recognize and formalize customary institutions that define
access and use of land and other resources in the rangelands.
LITERATURE CITED

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
We thank the TripleL research consortium and
the African Research Consortium (AERC) for
funding different aspects of this study.

Muricho, D.N., Otieno, D.J., Oluoch-Kosura, W. and Jirström, M., 2018. Building
pastoralists’ resilience to shocks for sustainable disaster risk mitigation: Lessons from
West Pokot County, Kenya. International Journal of Disaster Risk Reduction.
Oba, G., 2012. Harnessing pastoralists' indigenous knowledge for rangeland
management: three African case studies. Pastoralism: Research, Policy and
Practice, 2(1), p.1.

POS 01-02

