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 Quilombolas are the isolated  

communities of ex-slaves  

originated in the 16th century 

when they escaped from plantations,  

mining and others, resisting to the 

existing system of labor in Brazil.  

After the abolition of slavery in 1888, as the 

country did not create policies aiming the 

economic and social sustainability of the new 

freedmen, Brazil historically accumulated a 

social liability with them. Only 100 years later, 

with the Constitution of 1988, the country started 

to recognize the areas occupied by the 

remaining quilombolas as their communal 

private property. Today there are 

already 3,010 quilombola units, officially Incra, st

ats that there are 314 quilombola territories, 

which occupied an area of ​​1,422,574 ha. The 

main aim of this article is to make an 

assessment of this policy, manly looking at 

the role that land assess brought to these 

communities, based on secondary 

information. Thus, the article wants to show 

that the policy of titling the remaining lands 

of quilombos has its value not only in the legal 

dimension of relations, but also in historical and 

cultural relations, insofar as it recognizes the 

importance of black communities in Brazil's 

development process, the access to land and to 

the permanence in areas that are sufficient and 

adequate for the physical and cultural 
reproduction, as well as basic conditions. 

Graph 2 – Minha Casa, Minha Vida Rural in 

Quilombolas Communities 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: Own elaboration from the data SEPPIR, 2017 e CAIXA 
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Graph 1 – Number of Students in Quilombola Schools 

(2009-2013) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: Own elaboration from the data INEP, 2016; SEPPIR, 2017 
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In this paper, we also tried to highlight respect to the guarantee of land 

rights, the bureaucratic process is still very weak, taking years to 21 

effectiveness. Meanwhile, the struggle for quilombola property, 

especially when it occurs with private individuals, is mediated by violent 

conflicts, and even when the remaining quilombolas to win, there is 

always a climate of questioning about this right. In addition, policies with 

this been decelerating in the last year, since the budget reduction 

program, which is the result of the political crisis that the country has 

been facing since 2016, as well as cessation of the titling processes of 

quilombola territories. In this way, after important democratic advances 

in policies aimed at remaining quilombola communities, we identify the 

lack of interest of the current government as regards the recognition of 

the responsibility to this part of the Brazilian population, opening up 

space for a possible policies in previous years. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Table 1 – Open Processes per Year 
 

 

 

 

 

Source: Own elaboration from the data INCRA/ DFQ, 2017 
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QUILOMBOLAS RIGHTS 

 1988 BRAZITIAN CONSTITUTION 

 169 CONVENTION OF ILO; 

 THE DECREE Nº 4.887 OF 20 OF 

NOVEMBER OF 2003; 

 FUNDAÇÃO CULTURAL PALMARES 

 INCRA. 
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